Appl. No. JO/803,444 PATENT 
Amdt. dated July 27, 2007 

Amendment under 37 CFR 1.116 Expedited Procedure 
Examining Group 3731 



Amendments to the Chums: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) An interventional tool for repairing a cardiac valve 
of a patient having leaflets, said tool comprising: 

a catheter having a shaft, a proximal portion and a distal portion adapted for 
placement through vasculature of the patient to a location near the cardiac val ve; and 

a capture device detachably connected to the catheter htwing comprising at least 
me two extendable distal element elements and at least two extendable proximal elements, 
h erein ih<> ,o !c , .' 1 o extendable distal elements and the- at least two extendable p roximal 
elements,,,,. . pj y the distal portion of said shaft and held in a retracted p os ition 

a djacent to t he shaft, a nd 

wherein lite at least one two extendable distal element elements and the at le ast 
ndable pro ximal ( it s are inde| idea iepj vahl ind seii , , an o n i 
lMaljdirociion_ fn»jnjhc_shart to a deplo yed position further away from the, - han 0\ m the first 
Posili£Q antLto jig^ position and th e deplo yed position , so as to 

gmrejhe^iajv^ least two exte ndable distal elements and the at , leasjjwn 

extenda ble proximal elements. \ 
positMn-dep-i 

disposedi?mx4mal-to-the^aeagt--e ne distal clement, ^^ero itt4h^44eagH>ne^Fejafflal^lefnefrt 
fcas-ftrfo-stpesitk^^ 

adapted-tu < ipt m i-d, ^valv e-leaflets-.- 



(cancelled) 
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3. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1, wherein the at least ene-distal 
etemenMias two distal el ements each have it length extending from the shaft to a tip of the at 
least twodista ! i its the-at-ieast-erte^wta^leH^nt, wherein the length i adjustable by 
deployment of the at least eft^&sta l elemen t two distal elements . 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1 , wherein the at least erne two 
proximal element elements and the at least one two distal element elements are adapted to 
atraumatically capture the valve leaflets. 

7. (currently amended) A device as in claim 6, wherein the at least one two 
distal element ele ments and/or the at least one two proximal element el ements further include a 
frictional accessory. 

8. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1, wherein the at least ens-two 
proximal element ele ments and/or the at least me two distal element elements is are adapted to 
be adjusted angularly after capturing the vaive leaflets to adjust the position of the leaflets. 

9. (currently amended) A device as in claim I, wherein the at least two distal 
portieH-eefBprises-twe distal elements are disposed on opposite sides of the shaft. 

1 0. (currently amended) A device as in claim 9, wherein the at least two distal 
elements are simultaneously deployable. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A device as in claim I , wherein the at least one two 
proximal element elements co mpri s es two proximal olomc - n te are disposed on opposite sides of 
the shaft. 
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1 2. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1 1 , wherein the at least two 
proximal elements are simultaneously deployable. 

13. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1, wherein the at least one two 
proximal element dements anchor the at least one two distal deme nt ha s ele me nts have a loop 
shape when deployed. 

1 4. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1, wherein the at least em two 
proximal element e lements and/or (he at least one two distal etemefifris elements are comprised 
of stainless steel, metals, nitinol, shape-memory al loy, polymer, silk, polyester, nylon or a 
combination e-f-mese thereo f, 

15. (currently amended) A device as in claim I s wherein the at least eae two 
distal : e4en*ent elements and the at least one two proximal element elements are adap ted to 
fixedly hold the leaflets as captured, 

16. (cancelled) 

1 7. (currently amended) A device as in claim 1 , wherein the at least one two 
proximal element-is el ements are configured to be disposed within the edges of the 
corresponding at least one two distal element elements when both the at least one two proximal 
element ebmeaits and corresponding at least em two distal, element elements are in a deployed 
position. 
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1 S. (currently amended) A method of repairing a cardiac valve of a patient 
having leaflets, said method comprising: 

providing an interventional tool k^efadrng comp rising a catheter having a shaft, a 
proximal portion, a distal portion and a capture devicedgtachab.lv c onnected to the catheter, the 
cjHjtjjre^je^dcA^ miprisin^ at least two ext endable distal el ements and at leas t two extendabl e 
groximMeleni eiits wherein the at least two e xtend able distal elem ents and the at least two 
extendable proximal .element s are dispo sed nea r the distal portion of said shaft and held in a 
ret racted po si tion adjacent to the shall, and 

-detae&ak ly connect e d to t h e catheter, th e cap t ure dovico having a t4 ea o t one d istal 
eJe*mjnfand^t4ess^ 

advancing the distal, portion through the vasculature to the a location near the 
cardiac valve; and 

deploying the at least one two extendable distal elemen ts a nd the at least two 
extendable proxi mal elements so the extendable proximal and distal elements self-expand either 
iQdgJ3M!dentLY.or toget her, in an o utwar d radial directio n from the sh aft to a deployed p osition 
MfetWMJmilitoMft. than th e retracted p osition or to positions therebetween so as to 

of-eaeh-^ther^^ 

detaching the capture device from the interventional tool while said sha ft is in the 
vasculatu re of the patien t. 

1 9. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1 8, wherein the deploying step 
comprises advancing the at least one two distal element elements or the at least em two proximal 
element el ements outwardly from the shaft. 



20. (currently amended) A method as in claim 19, wherein the at least one 
two distal element-has ele ments each have a length extending from the shaft to a tip of the at 
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least me two distal element elements , and wherein deployment of the at least em two distal 
element elem ents adjusts the length. 



comprises angularly moving the at least one two distal elem e n t elements and/or the at least me 
two proximal etemeat elements so that the at least em two distal element elements and/or tlie at 
least one two proximal elemeafiorrns elements form an angle with the shaft, 

22. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1 8, further comprising 
angularly adjusting the at least me two proximal element elements and/or the at least eae two 
distal ele men t elemen ts after capturing the valve leaflets to adjust the position of the leaflets. 



the at least two distal el ements are disposed on opposite sides of the shaft. 



24. (currently amended) A method as in claim 23, wherein deploying the at 
least two distal elements comprises simultaneously deploying the at least two distal elements. 

25. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1.8, wherein depl oying t he-at 
Jeast-eireiMexuiHiMem^^ each ofjhcjit 
least two proximal element elemen t s are is disposed on opposite sides of the shaft. 

26. (currently amended) A method as in claim 25, wherein deploying the at 
least two proximal elements comprises simultaneously deploying the at least two proximal 

elements. 

27. (currently amended) A method as in claim 1 8, further comprising 
retracting the at least me two distal element elements and/or the at least one two proximal 
element den j 



2 i . (currently amended) A method as in claim 1 8, wherein the deploying step 



leasH^ne-d-ist 





Page 6 of 13 



Appl. No. K). S03.4~~ PATENT 
Anxit. daied July 27, 2007 

Amendment: under 37 CFR 1.1 16 Expedited Procedure 
Examining Group 3731 

28. (currently amended) A method as in claim 27, further comprising 
repositioning the capture device in relation to the leaflets and redeploying the at least one two 
distal element elements and the at least one two proximal element so that the valve leaflets are 
captured therebetween. 

29. (original) A method as in claim 1 8, further comprising evaluating the 
cardiac valve for regurgitation while the leaflets are captured. 

30. (original) A method as in claim 18, further comprising fixing the captured 
leaflets in place. 

31. (cancelled) 

32. (new) A device as in claim 1, wherein the at least two extendable distal 
elements and/or the at least two extendable proximal elements are held in the retracted position 
under tension. 

33. (new) A device as in claim 32, wherein the tension is provided by a strand 
of material coupled to the at least two extendable distal elements and/or the at least two proximal 
elements, 

34. (new) A device as in claim 33, wherein the strand of material comprises a 

suture. 

35. (new) A method as in claim 18, wherein the at least two extendable distal 
elements and/or the at least two extendable proximal elements are held in the retracted position 
under tension. 

36. (new) A method as in claim 35, wherein the step of deploying the at least 
two extendable distal elements and the at least two proximal elements comprises releasing the 
tension. 
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37 (new) A method as m claim 35, wherein Hie tension is provided by a 
strand of material coupled to the at least two extendable distal elements and/or the at least two 
proximal elements. 

38. (new) A method as in claim 37, wherein the strand of material comprises 

a suture. 
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